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MEMORANDUM OF TELEPHONE CONVERSATIO;-: WITH THE PRESIDENT 

The President telephoned and said he had been through the 
papers on Geneva Nuclear 1'est negotiations very carefully. The 
draft letter to Kacmillan, the President said, was really what 
he and Macmillan more or less agreed informally at Camp David 
so Macmillan may think the letter is a little redundant, but 
the President said on the other hand since it refers to the note, 
the President thought it dicta 1 1 hurt to repeat what they had 
said verbally. 




On the draft to Khrushchev, the President said he made a 
few little corrections to get a little more conciliatory tone 
without weakening the letter. The President said the first 
two paragraphs were all right. In the third paragraph, the 
President changed the first s entence to read: "...security 
interests of all parties, and we believe...". The President 
^J! ? eri0d after the word "confidence", crossing out the remainder 
of that sentence and adding a new sentence: "Therefore, no basis 
for agreement is now In sight." The Fresident changed the first 
sentence of the fourth paragraph to read: "In my view, these 
negotiations must not be permitted completely to fail." In the 
second sentence of the fourth paragraph, the ^resident changed 
it to read: " ..., I believe there is a way in which ...» 

On the second page of the draft to Khrushchev where the 



draft read "... then let us take 



...«, 



the President changed 



-—..,, ... j w .w I4SOAUOIIU Vila 

the language to read: "... then I propose that we take 

On the last page of the draft to Khrushchev, in the 
first sentence of the last paragraph, the. President eliminated 
the word "surely" and substituted: " I trust that one of these ... 

them Sth ? out^ dent Sald ° ther than thS ab ° Ve ' t0 S ° ahead ^ send 

u i! h v P ^ side " t then added *** in the le^er to Macmillan, it 
should be "Dear harold" and closed with "With warm regard, as ever, 

The President said he had talked with Secretary Milles who 
had some suggestions to make on the President's speech for this 
morning. Mr. Herter said he planned to call the Secretary a little 
later to bring him up-to-date on the NATO meetings, and in this 
connection, Mr. Herter said he hoped to see the President on Monday. 



The discussion 
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The discussion then turned to Germany and the necessity of 
adopting some kind of step-by-step policy leading to the ultimate 
objectxve of uniting Germany. Mr. Herter said he had had a very 
serious talk with von Brentano this morning and von Brentano is very 
embarrassed. He has cancelled his other engagements here and is going 
directly back to Germany in order to talk to Adenauer before the lattfr 

t« L T 7 f? n *VF' ^ Herter 8aid what von Brenta ™ ^ going to try 
J° do . in the ""* » e ek is to get us a position which will allow us 

mLtw %+?*** S f S « te P- b y- ste P solution. Mr. Herter said in ?he 
Till ?h™ ^a Brentano we were taking the position that we had more 
faith than they themselves did. Mr. Herter said it iras obvious that 
what Adenauer and the Christian Democrats were scared I of wis that in 
a reunified free election the opposition SocialisTparty ™ "est 
Germany would form a coalition with certain East Germany parties and 
throw the Christian Democrats out of office. The SdenTsaid 5 
chinch polities'! mUnifiCation ' then ** have to take their 

lm«u S! ? resid * nt sa J d his own "ea is this. We, of course, don't 
nTr^w , 8 + iS raodus /i vendi ™*A exist between the two'cemanys 
not really as a true confederation but working together with a 

STSS ST!?? - ^ Pr6Sident Said we must ^ver°f orget tSat anything 
ZrZ^J. ?"* ° P T UP ! real avenue between th «*e two sides ^ rMxng 
2?SL SSi^w* * r ! ne !! d0U8 a * tractioft J t^y are all the sane pople 
and they don't want to be apart; we should do everything we can to 
let nature take its course. M r . Herter said he thought°the XJmaL 
will come up with a scheme for a joint council to serve as a f o™ 

ll^l™ 881 ™ ° f WUtUal P roblera s- ^e President sale this c Si 
would have no powers at first, but that if they can do s omethClike 

for progress ° *" g ° ^ PreUy Wel1 "^ Some * ood P«><?ecS 




Christian A, Herter 
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